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1 . SUMMARY: MOSCOW HAS APPARENTLY CHOSEN FORMER GDR PRESIDENT 
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WILHELM PIECK AS THE "SHINING EXAMPLE" OF HOW A LOYALIST COMMUNIST 
PARTY (OR LOYALIST COMMUNIST STATE) SHOULD REGARD ITS RELATION- 
SHIP WITH THE SOVIET UNION. LENGTHY SOVIET PRESS REPLAY OF 
SPEECHES BY PONOMAREV AND PEL'SHE DECEMBER 29 ON OCCASION OF 
PIECK'S lOOTH ANNIVERSARY OF BIRTH, IN STRESSING PIECK'S 
UNSWERVING DEVOTION TO IDEA THAT MOSCOW IS THE GUIDING CENTER OF 
WORLD COMMUNISM, MAY INDICATE SOVIET PERSISTENCE IN PUSHING A HARD 
LINE DURING ECPC PREPARATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE LENGTHY ARTICLES (APPROXIMATEEY THREE-FORTHS OF A PAGE) 

IN ALL OF THE CENTRAL NEWSPAPERS DEVOTED TO THE CEREMONY FOR 
PIECK UNDERLINE THE IMPORTANCE WHICH MOSCOW IS ASCRIBING TO THE 
FORMER GDR PRESIDENT AS A SYMBOL OF WHAT RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
SOVIET UNION AND THE OTHER COMMUNIST STATES SHOULD BE. PONOMAREV 
AND PEL'SHE REPEATEDLY PRAISE HIS "TRULY INTERNATIONALIST " 

APPROACH TO PROBLEMS, AND RECALL THAT HE "INDEFATIGABLY STRUGGLED 
AGAINST CHAUVINISM AND OPPORTUNISM"-I.E., THE TWO EVISL NOW 
CAUSING MOSCOW TROUBLE IN ITS RELATIONS WITH THE DISSIDENT PARTIES. 
PONOMAREV DWELLS ON HIS RECOGNITION OF MOSCOW "EVEN AS EARLY AS 
THE THIRTIES" AS NOT ONLY THE HEAD OF THE WORLD COMMUNIST MOVE- 
MENT, BUT ALSO AS THAT OF THE "WORLD LIBERATION MOVEMENT" AS 
WELL. THE PRESENT GDR LEADERSHIP COMES OFF WELL IN THE SPEECHES, 
MAKING CLEAR THAT THE EMPHASIS PUT IN THE IZVESTIYA DECEMBER 28 
ARTICLE ON PIECK'S STRUGGLE AGAINST NATIONALISM (REFTEL) WAS NOT 
AIMED AT THE GDR. THE OCT 7, 1975, TREATY WITH THE GDR IS OF 

COURSE PRAISED AS A "SHINING EXAMPLE" OF WHAT MOSCOW'S VIEW OF ITS 
RELATIONS WITH THE OTHER COMMUNIST STATES SHOULD BE. 

3. THE OPERATIVE PASSAGE IN PONOMAREV'S SPEECH, FOR ADDRESSEES 
WHO DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO THE TEXT, IS: "WILHELM PIECK DEMANDED A 
DEEP STUDY OF NATIONAL PECULIARITIES IN THE REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS, 
IN THE CONCRETE CONDITIONS OF ITS DEVELOPMENT ON GERMAN SOIL, AND 
IN THE REST OF THE WORLD. AT THE SAME TIME, ONE THING WAS ALWAYS 
CLEAR TO HIM: THE EXPERIENCE GAINED IN THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION 

IN RUSSIA, AND IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIALISM IN THE USSR, 

REFEECTS GENERAL HISTORICAL TRUTHS. AN UNDERESTIMATION OR MIS- 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLDWIDE HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE OF (THE 
OCTOBER REVOLUTION) MAY RESULT IN SEVERE CONSEQUENCES AND FATAL 
ERRORS FOR ANY REVOLUTIONARY PARTY, ANY PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT 
WHICH SETS AS ITS GOAL THE OVERTURNING OF CAPITALISM OR THE 
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CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW SOCIALIST SOCIETY." 

4. PONOMAREV'S SPEECH ALSO REVEALS WHY PIECK WAS CHOSEN AS THE 
SYMBOL FOR THIS CAMPAIGN. HE RECALLS THAT AT THE SEVENTH COMIN- 
TERN CONGRESS IN 1935 PIECK WAS ONE OF THE SPEAKERS WHO FIRST PUT 
FORTH THE IDEA OF A UNITED FRONT AS A NECESSARY TACTIC TO STEM 
THE ONRUSH OF FASCISM. PONOMAREV THUS ESTABLISHES PIECK'S 
CREDENTIALS AS AN ADVOCATE OF A TACTIC WHICH IS REGARDED AS 
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ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY IN THE WEST EUROPEAN PARITES, AND THREFORE 
SUPPOSEDLY SHOWS THAT PIECK (AND MOSCOW) ADVOCATE AN ENLIGHTENED 
APPROACH TO THE PROBELMS OF OTHER COMMUNIST PARTIES. 

5. COMMENT: THE HEAVY PRESS PLAY GIVEN TO MOSCOW'S CONTINUING 
CLAIM TO ASCENDENCY IN THE WORLD COMMUNIST MOVEMENT MAY BE INTENDED 
TO BOLSTER A HARD-LINE SOVIET POSITION IN PREPARATIONS FOR A 
EUROPEAN CP CONFERENCE. 
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